California State Parks
The Best of California, Forever

Please
Remember

Many visitors in 8 ragl area meats that the
understanding and cooperation of all ar

needed o preserve the qualtes hat make Poriola
such & special pl

+DOGS Your dog may 10 the park with you, but it
foust o 0 st eaah (6 oo ma daring 6 ey, nd
mclnmdlnllemwvchlck:nmghl Dogs aro allowed n

ites, picnic areas, paved roads, and Upper and Lowe:
Fachpe Rowts only, T peotect pac Al ogs ae nck
permitied on hiking trails. County parks do not allow dogs
atall.

+BICYCLES Allsage ek s a P s cloed

‘bikes and horses. Look in this guide for The Old Haul
Kﬂd Trail, which offers a 12-mile round-trip ride through
:&m Bicycles are not allowed on hiking trails at

. mEWOOD All park features are protecied, even twigs
and branches on the ground. They slowly decay and form
nnmll mulch for the forest. Firewood gathering disturbs
process. Firewood is available for sale at the
nmnmmmmrmmwlmm

«FIRES Redwoods have shallow root systems, suscepti-
ble o injuries such as hlmmmlpﬁluhullonme
ground. Please use the fireplace provided,

proved camp stove. Fuumnnbehep«nlu(whmh

. ruc: AND QUIET Quiet time is 10 pam, to

Sound from clectronic equipment including iy
lp.m\mslnduﬂwdevtﬂ should not be heand beyond your
own area. Generators should not be operated between §
pan. and 10am.

~HAMMOCKS If your hammock will damage s trec, in-
eluding the bark, it is illegal. When you tie your ham-
mock, watch carcfully: s the tree big enough? Is the di-
‘ameter of the tree at least 12" (38" circumference)? If the
tree bends because of your hammaock, find a larger tree, or
o not use the hammock.

+ FISHING Until more is known about the silver salmon
‘population in Pescadero Creek and its tibutaries, Portola
streams will remain closed 1o fishing, including the taking
of crayfish. Long-term studics are underway o leam more
about native specics. In January of 1982 an entire genera-
mnlymxmhwulmm dnml;emdllllocn.l
streams were closed by the Department of and Game,
The drought of the late Bﬂ!wuﬂy%hplﬂwwlmu
spawning runs (0 8 minimom. Talk with Portola staff for
updated information,

+ GAMES No areas arc provided for recreational games at

games, horseshoes, badminton, lnﬂ similar activities arc
pmhihnutmnms tate Parks.

Plans an wildifeare protetedinthe Pk, Flowerswill make seeds for et year'sflowers. Muskrooms and berrics are
will decompose

nﬂ‘da)l{ud.m’ply[ﬂvdldl

alone, smaller twigs and leaves

10 form a rich organic mulch to

life. If left
ferent plants in llu/llr!sl Please leave banana slugs where you find them so they can find their homes
Tt bt o 1 1esee e souble P A MR e e e e i el e e e vy

out their important functions in the life of the forest. Thanks.

Gene Chesnut skeich

™ imson camw

Portola History

In 1769 noted Spanish explorer Don Gaspar de
Portola led an expedition through present day San
Mateo County in search of Monterey Bay. He hap-
pened upon a new anchorage, the bay which was
later named San Francisco! California's Gold
Rush of 1849 began a demand for ever-increasing
amounts of timber for mining and construction;
lumbermen became the original settlers of the San-
ta Cruz Mountains, cutting what secemed to be un-
ending groves of thousand-year-old redwoods.
The first local settler of record is Christian Iver-
son, a Scandinavian immigrant who had worked
as a Pony Express rider and shotgun guard. He
acquired two parcels of land on Pescadero Creek
in the 1860s, building a cabin of hand-split red-
wood (which later property owners also used.)
The cabin stood until the earthquake of October
1989. John A, Hooper, San Francisco business-
man, built a two-story “summer home" on Pesca-
dero Creek at the turn of the 20th century. By
1924 the Islam Temple Shrine of San Francisco
had purchased approximately 1600 acres t© be
used as a summer retreat for members. In 1945
the State of California purchased the parcel for use
as a State Park. Generous donations from the
Save-the-Redwoods League have increased the to-
tal area of Portola State Park to over 2,800 acres
today.
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Volunteers In Portola - o
non-profit organization es-
tablished 1o benefit the
park. Donations to VIP are
tax deductible, and are used
for displays and other inter-
pretive needs. Volunteers
are invited to help with pro-
jeets in the park. Docent
training is available, Con-
tact the park if you or
someone you know might
be interested in becoming a
ViP.
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Portola State Park
Box F, Route 2

(415) 948-9098

Getting to the Park

In south San Mateo County, in the rugged terain
of a deep canyon between two ridges, Portola
State Park offers 2,800 acres of solitude and relax-
ation just over the hill from the Bay Area. Wheth-
er visitors drive from San Jose (Hwy 9) or Palo
Alto (Page Mill Road) or Redwood City (Hwy
84), the trip to Portola usually takes less than one
hour. Use extreme care during the last few miles
of the drive, where the road downhill is narow
and steep.

La Honda CA 94020-9717
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Sequoia Nature Trail Guide

The Sequoia Nature Trail is a

post along the way.  Allow 45 min-|
utes.

Anmghlhnmwlrhlnmbfmlppuumu:md
hokmuklhsdmﬂn;mmo{angy
mhle.bdwmdmm you walk, you can

Sl U5 AR SRR O s Sy mei

small porion of what you can find lesse shar your ovn
ideas and questions with the Portola siaff. The trail begins
‘behind the Visitor Center.

2. An observant walker may have noticed at least five dif-
rmkmdmmdmmmmﬂnmy.uch
phyhxlummlainlbc community. Thu 125'

ﬂwohdm:mpn;ml
dlnap‘hunﬁmlnd mmm,mu:lmomt
trunk all give evidence of outside forces affecting its past
200 years of life.

3. One of the most critical components of a healthy red-
wood forest is rich, spongy topsoil. Even the tallest red-
wmd(]ﬂk!eu)mlybemcdw-depmo(mﬂy ten feet

food
fall. Please remember that all features of a State Park are
protected - leave all berries for the wildlife o cat, and for
‘other visitors 10 learn about.

4. The large redwood and fir trees on either side of the trail

‘behind you are easy 10 tell apart; the Coast Redwood on the.
left has reddish, shaggy Mhlwﬂﬂ\ceo{wm

right has grey bark with deep fissures. The foliage is "bot-

tlebrush” looking, and the cones are 2-3 inches long, ob-

Seie ee ka8 ‘Douglas fir, ek .
berry have become more common. In much of th forest a

denal fie. v

. Pescaders Crock lows al yea, bu the o vaigs with
the scasons. In winter the rushing water from Pescadero an

Peters creeks can be heard from far away. xnmmu
the sound of vateis brely il o ere, On a guict
i, b of oodeckoas Bppers e Ma s g

for changes in
veguldm, and watch for evidence of winter's high water

6. In past summers 4 large swimming/fishing arca was
created by 3 dam upstream. However, overuso problems oc-
curred as visitation 1o Portola increased, especially during

plantings were

head and salmon can be seen returning from the Pacific
when Fall min begin, Look downsam o igs ofHigh
winter water lovels where floating debris became entangled
in streamside vegetation.

‘The laye nu!m&mtnﬂnhﬂklﬂmmmm
o work of ylons of years of its, before the
Sants Cruz Mountais weeo ford, Waichfor ocean fos-
sils in creckside rocks. Califoria has spent more time on
the bottom of the ocean than it has on dry land!

T, Lika tho o ki o g | Mmumolhc
streambank, the western
ply. I carly summer, large e (nmm.nh- Hoviers

‘behind
-ndmmcnghlollhcmh.?mm leaves grow in
patterns of three, on & smooth, tan stem. Leaves usually
remain green until fall, when they tam to shades of red. In
wmkuhesems barc. Oil from the leaves, |

industry
oo logging both oucahed in s area during the st
part of the 19th century. In the old

nuumnmwummmmmmmnm
tanneries 10 process animal hides for leather.

9. Recycling in naturo is especially evident here, where fal-
len trees are decaying and tuming into rich compost to
nourish other life. Admseamumulalmn!“vin‘ndhﬂ

material, L can

occasional lightning fires

est would benefit. melea;eafrwmwuknpwmx
for resource managers, and prescribed bum programs are an.
eﬂmmhdn;uummmd-(mhnum
balance. Air quality, public education, safety and costs
‘must also be considered. Straight ahead beyond this post
perhaps you can see where an old growth tree has burned
down. 1t is the next stop on the trail

10, PortlsShell Teee, 1 feet n dameter, wassppeus-
mately 2,000 years old when it in 1990, Cur-
ot rosareh Sl u wvdcagE 60 Yo EEVA ARV
forcst fires in this area. Shell Tree may have survived over
30 s doring s oo lftime, o fires 1 b sy
its heartwood, leaving only a living shell. As the tree
cays it is enriching the ncarby soil, and new plants wil
grow where the tree siood for 50 fong. Notice also that the
550 e cansed mow spR0ts 1 Gnrg from nearby rod.
woods.

11. This healthy redwood looks like a giant candle! Its
trunk is growing straight out of the ground, without the
usual wide base that most redwood trunks have. This is a
clue that unusually high floodwaters in Pescadero
sometime in the past brought enough new topsoil to cover
the base of the tree. You are standing on a floodplain! Un-
derground, new feeder roots have tarned upward into this fu-
tritious new food source from upstream.

As you follow the trail be watching for what you have al-
ready leamed, and be ready for new sights too. Watch for
tho bay trees, the trees with at lcast three other common
names - pepperwood, laurel, Oregon myrtle, (Umbelularia
californica), Find the fuzzy-leafed hazel.

Come back often, because at different times of the year

there may be mushrooms, or wildflowers, or steclhead

trout, all part of the Portola State Park family. Thank you

for h:tpmg to keep it alive and healthy. Talk with the Por-
‘about your new discoveries.

The Sequoia Trail continues upsiream above the creek,
acrass the same bridge, and back t Park Headquarters.
Enjoy the rest of your visit.

Be Aware of . . .
+ TICKS Ask at the Portola office

any tick bites o park suff, and leam
more about the fascinating life cycle
of this surprising animal.

* YELLOWJACKETS These
insects, living mainly in logs or in
the

lnhmfrltynnbavefmdlmm
where yellowjackets arc {lying in and
out of a holo in a log or in the
ground. But watch them from a long
distance: Yellowjackets will defend
their nests with repested painful
stings 1o any perccived invader. Re-
panmymuswwtmn' Stings
allergic reactions.

« POISON OAK Leam 1o iden-
IlfylhuClhl\mlllmuVu!nm
seasons. Leaves in

m.y iy green, red,
shklyordnﬂ,mmmvhmd Any
the plant can cause an allergic

mam Siay on hiking tails 015~

ouyuknp'mllmgmdpmm

+ NETTLES Look for stinging
where the.

all. Tiny, poison-filled hairs can in-
flict a painful reaction when brushed
against

Drawing by C. MclLawhorn

Welcome to Portola State Park

Portola is a natural stream basin of mixed ever-
green forest, {ealunng old gmwlh and second-
growth redwoods. On sunnier hillsides the red-
wncdsg;vewnymhndwoodundmmbs. The
dense is mostly Ferns

ommended on spring, summer and fall weekends.
A contract service handles all State Park reserva-

tions.
» Backpack Camps - Backpackers must camp at

and shade-tolerant plants are found along the

also is home for a surprising va-
riety of wildlife. Pescadero, Peters, and Slate
creeks flow along fault lines in the earth where oil
seepage and marine fossil deposits hint at the
complex geologzc history of the area.

Portola is interconnected by hiking trails to Pes-
cadero Creek County Park to the west, and Long
Ridge Open Space Preserve to the east. Over
10,000 acres provide visitors with over 50 miles
of trails, some of which are open to horses and bi-
cycles as well as hikers. Visitors are encouraged
to explore this combined area throughout the year.

Camping and Picnicking

« Family campsites - Portola has 52 developed
campsites, each with table, food locker, and fire
ring. Restrooms with flush toilets and hot show-
ers are nearby. A maximum of eight people and
two vehicles are allowed per campsite,

» Walk-in campsites - Six small walk-in camp-
sites are available in a separate area. Four people,
mu: tent and two vehicles are allowed per walk-in

. Walk-m Group camping - Four group

sites are available for campers willing to walk 20-
150 yards from the closest parking. Because of
limited space, RVs are not permitted in the group.
camp lots. Point and Circle areas can hold up to
50 campers each, and can be reserved for
groups of up to 100 people. Hillside and Ravine
areas can hold up to 50 and 25 persons cach, re-
spectively. Reservations can be made for each of
these four sites. Reservations are especially rec-

sites. Contact Portola directly for re-
serving a site at Slate Creek Trail Camp, 3 miles
east of Portoln Headquarters on Slate Creek Trail.
“Trail campers may also park at Portola and camp
overnight at Shaw Flat or Tarwater campgrounds,
in Pescadero Creek County Park. Parking fees are

Gene Chesnut sketch

+ Group Day-Use Area - Portola's group picnic
area is large enough for 75 people, with nearby
parking for 20 vehicles. Reservations for this
day-use area, called "Ramada " are made by call-
ing the park. Allolhcmlcmm:vlmblelu
year, on a first-come-first-served

+ Nature Programs - Summer v-mm are invited
to ask about evening campfire programs, guided
nature walks, and other programs. Visitors can
also walk the Sequoia Trail, a short self-guided
nature walk through a redwood forest. Look for
the Sequoia Nature Trail Guide in this bro-
chure.
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Draving by C. Mel.awhorn

sums
Slate Creek/Summit Loop
90 min, 2.5+ mi. loop
Canbe comnected with Coyote Ridge 10
make 3 S+-mile hike. The best cross
section sumple of Portola Sisie Park, ea-
e FEaWO0s, iher evergroens, chi-
‘parrl. anda great variey of mushrooms
L] T n  n o andoler fungiin lhviner

| Portola State Park Road

Iverson Trall
0 min, 2+ mi. loop

Pescadero Creek foolbridges

removed during rainy months — Less seep than ot v,
s but sl volvesclimbing
Portola Trail || [mé=eon Mised evergren loes.
Signs = Views o Pescadem Creek
‘Watch for signposts. i opsional ctcur
alang Portola's rails o 10 Tiptoe Falls canyon
They ride the E - . (appx. & waterfall) make
el e el ot s o S A i o
des .
1
N =
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Bunana Stug
Arolima doticophallus g

Private Property

Rhododendron occidentale

Coyote Ridge Trail
90 min. 2+ mi. loop

This route begins at 400 clevation, rises
10 over 1000 within one mile. he re-
tams 10 the campground through mixed
evergroen forest. A great varlety of wild:
fowers in spring. hardwood forest, and
redworsds 00!

ok
o ST N ;
removed during rainy months.

Peters Creek Loop
All-day, 13 mi. round irip
Service Raod 0 Summit, 0 Tral Camp
10 fhear Creek 10 Peters Creck G

Some of the most spoctacular old-growih Sl
edwoos inthe Santa Cruz Mounsing D  Rers G
it e cnespeic k. The oam s Dy s

b out of Peters Creek s difficult

Stecliead (rainbow) Trous
Oncorhuncus miykiss Draving by € Mclawhorn o u o P




